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Judy at the 2021 SOG’s Potato Day – Hindford Grange Farm
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SHROPSHIRE ORGANIC GARDENERS
We are a group of growers of fruit, vegetables and flowers with
gardens, allotments or smallholdings in various places in Shropshire.
Our winter meetings are mostly held in St Chad’s church hall,
Shrewsbury, usually on the first Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm.
Summer meetings from May to October are usually at weekends, and
consist of visits to members’ gardens, outings, practical workshops,
demonstrations etc. We are regularly involved in putting on displays at
Green Days and at Shrewsbury Flower Show. See the programme on
the back pages.
Subscription rates: £8 single; £10 Couple at same address.
Visitors £1 per indoor meeting and member garden visits.
Website: www.shropshireorganicgardeners.org.uk
Facebook: Shropshire Organic Gardeners - SOGs
Email: shropsorgs@gmail.com
Chairwoman: Rachel Strivens Tel: 01743 891607
Treasurer: Jean Breakell Tel: 01743 360519
Membership: post to be filled
Programme: Rachel Strivens Tel: 01743 891607
Newsletter Editor: Marian Byrne Tel: 01743 360838
Newsletter Deputy Editor: Maralyn Hepworth Tel: 01743 874254
We keep in touch via emails or phone and in some cases
‘snail mail’
Keep calm, keep fit and carry on gardening!

2
Chairwoman’s Report
As I sit here on Easter Monday, having got into shorts and t-shirt the
last two days in the garden, I’m now looking out on the second or
possibly fourth snow storm of the day rolling in from Long Mountain.
My pots of tulips which are just about to open their flowers are wishing
they were anywhere but here in this icy blast, whilst the Snakes Head
Fritillaries are swaying their beautiful arching, chequered heads
around with not a care in the world!
So much has happened since the autumn newsletter. We were again
unable to have indoor meetings, but whilst October was quiet we
geared up for our very first zoom meeting in November with a
Gardeners Questions Time evening. Sylvi gamely took on the role of
Question Mistress, whilst Sue B, Sue S, Peter and myself offered
ourselves as the intrepid panel of experts. A lot of fun was had by all,
but more about this event in Sylvi’s article further on.
Following the success of GQT, a request was put in for a Christmas
quiz and jokes session especially for people feeling lonely. A nice
way to round the year off in the absence of our usual knees up, and
with more than a few glasses of wine in evidence.
During the summer, Marian set up a new facebook page, Soggies
Surviving, just for members to keep in touch (despite being unwell
herself at the time). It’s been a great success so if you’ve not seen it, I
do urge you to have a look and contribute even if you don’t regularly
use facebook. It is for members only and there are lots tips and nice
photo’s too. Thank you Marian. Also, following a bit of a health scare
last autumn, Marian and I agreed that it might be a good idea for her
to have a deputy for the newsletter. Maralyn has offered to do this
and was proposed and seconded at the AGM.
In early January Ian Thom decided it was time to relinquish the post of
Membership Secretary having done a great job of sorting out the
membership list, assisting with the subs payments/systems and
starting a regular system of emails since 2015, so thank you Ian for all
your hard work. Ian is not disappearing though, and has offered to
take on a much greater role with Potato Day next year which is brilliant
news. In the meantime, I am looking after the membership side of
things until we recruit a replacement, and as Ian has said, it is
probably a good time to decide on what the role of Membership
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Secretary should include. So, over to you the members. If you have
any thoughts/ideas, please do let me know by email or phone.
Carol Edwards is also stepping down, if only temporarily from tea
monitor duties, due to ill health. Janet will continue, with help from
Sue Fisher and Barbara Davis, as and when needed. Thank you
Carol for helping keep the troops fed and watered and all the best for
improved health during the year.
Sue Bosson also needs to step down from her role looking after the
website, and likewise Maggie Anderson, the formal SOGs facebook
page. We need one or two members to take these roles on and as of
the AGM, no-one has offered.
The website in particular, really proved its worth this year for Potato
Day and we should keep this social media presence going.
Talking of Potato Day, this is covered in greater detail below and
despite everything it was a success and we made a small profit.
Donations of potatoes increased to include some primary schools this
year and following the AGM we will get in touch with all members via
email to decide on any cash donations.
Meanwhile, I have drawn up a Summer Programme of visits which are
listed on the back page.
The coach visit can wait until next year, and don’t forget that Covid
rules will allow small groups in gardens during May, and many of our
members are happy to host a few people on an ad hoc basis.
Perhaps those who are happy to have a few people visit them, can get
in touch with me so that I can match people up if I get asked.
In the meantime, I hope you’ve all got your potatoes chitting and are
looking forward to a brighter spring. It’s still snowing so having books
around me is making up for not getting in the garden.
“If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need” Cicero
Rachel
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BITS & BOBS
Events
Shrewsbury Flower Show has again been cancelled for 2021. The
decision wasn’t taken lightly, and was based on the fact that the risk is
simply too great, being an enormous health and safety, operational
and financial gamble which the Shropshire Horticultural Society felt as
a charity it would be unable to justify.
Stretton Climate Care: Food for a Healthy Planet event being held
on Friday 17th September. SOGs have been invited to take part which
I am happy to front, but it would be nice for others to join me for the
day. More details later on.
Pontesbury Trading Post has cancelled their usual spring show but
will be holding a show on 28th August
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting - 7th April via Zoom
Present - approximately 32 SOGs members.
Minutes - There were no Minutes from 2020 because SOGs did not
have a 2020 AGM due to Covid-19. The Agenda and Potato Day
finances were sent via email in advance.
Chair’s Report - Rachel highlighted the key elements from her report
above.
Treasurer’s Report - Jean presented her draft finance report but had
been unable to complete it fully due to a discrepancy in the figures
relating to membership subs, partly due to subs being waived for
November 2020 and being donation only, and also some subs being
part of potato payments.
Action - Jean, Ian and Rachel to work through and finalise figures.
At 31.3.21 we had a balance of £2,083.05. The largest outgoings are
annual insurance, printed copies of the newsletters and speaker fees
which have been increasing.
We will encourage more members to receive the newsletter on line,
and a copy is always on the website. This will significantly reduce the
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quantity printed, although we will continue to have some printed
copies available for those members who do not use email/internet. A
few printed copies are useful to take to events as well.
William Edmondson queried the cost of insurance and suggested it
might be worth seeing if we can get it a bit cheaper. William will ask a
Shropshire Hardy Plants Society colleague and advise Jean. Siobhan
Reedy also mentioned that her local village hall in Habberley had
been shopping around for a better deal and would let Jean know who
they use.
Frank Oldaker suggested it worth speaking to A-Plan Insurance
Brokers in Shrewsbury as they had found a good deal for Friends of
the Earth. Sue Bosson’s gardening group in Wales use the RHS
Insurance Scheme which covers going to events, visits to member
gardens and garden trips. It has the affiliation benefits of allowing
group entry for coach trips of up to 55 people, a copy of the monthly
magazine to circulate around members, and only costs £120.
Action - Jean to look into costs of other insurers with a view to
change.
A gift hamper (£20) was made on behalf of SOGs to Eric Lunt
following Pam’s death and a donation of £40 was paid to The Roy
Fletcher Centre for the GO Fix-It project which Mike uses to facilitate
our zoom meetings. Jean suggested that a payment is made for each
meeting rather than the one off donation. Rachel agreed to this, as
we would have been unable to run the meetings without taking out the
full Zoom subscription.
Election of Committee and Auditor
Chairwoman, Rachel Strivens stated she would be happy to continue
for a further year. Proposed by: Peter Anderson, Seconded by: Jean
Breakell
Treasurer, Jean Breakell stated she would be happy to continue for a
further year.
Proposed by: Rachel Strivens, Seconded by: Jan Gibb
Membership Secretary, post remains vacant. Chrissy Bridge asked
what the role involved. Action - Rachel to circulate a short job
description for vacant positions.
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Auditor - Jean looked into this and because SOGs is not an affiliated
group or registered charity, we do not officially need an auditor.
However, as Jean quite rightly stated, it is good practice to have our
accounts audited by someone with a good head for scrutinising figures
and this has been done in the past. Barbara Davis asked if it needs to
be done by a qualified auditor and Jean said no it doesn’t. Barbara
(an ex tax inspector), offered to take on this role.
Accepted by Jean and seconded by Rachel.
Programme/Events Coordinator, Rachel Strivens is happy to
continue doing this but wants all members to contribute ideas for
speaker subjects, and if possible a speaker name, and ideas for
summer visits.
Newsletter Editor, Marian Byrne is happy to continue producing the
newsletter but, as agreed with Rachel during last autumn, will have a
deputy.
Deputy Newsletter Editor, Maralyn Hepworth, Proposed by: Rachel
Strivens, Seconded by: Barbara Davis.
Website Management, Sue Bosson needs to step down from this role
and will write a short job description of what it involves for circulation.
Facebook Page, Maggie Anderson would like to step down from this
role. A short description of what it involves will be circulated.
The latter two posts could ideally be combined if a member enjoys
computers, specifically looking after a web site and facebook page.
Whilst neither is an onerous task, it is important to keep a social media
presence. If anyone is interested in advance of seeing a job
description, please contact Rachel.
Donations In 2019 SOGs made total donations of £700. No cash donations were
made in 2020, and Jean proposed that we should make some this
year. Whilst the accounts aren’t finalised the bottom line is a balance
in the bank of £2,083.
Mike stated that whilst we have the money in the account, only 32
members out of 150+ are actually present at the AGM and felt that the
decision must be opened up to the wider membership. Rachel
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agreed. Siobhan asked if we are going to draw up a shortlist of
recipients for donations. Rachel agreed this will need to be done.
Sue Bosson said to remember to keep a contingency fund.
William said that the Hardy Plant Society has been having similar
discussions and basically the money is there for the members’ benefit.
If members choose to donate money to other causes, it might mean
less available to pay for speakers. William also said that HPS doesn’t
pay for the annual coach trip; it is paid for by the members taking part.
This has come up in discussion occasionally within SOGs and now
might be a good time to have a membership debate on this issue.
Jean suggested still making donations this year but perhaps more
moderate in value.
Action - Rachel to email full membership regarding value of donations
and recipients, and coach trip payments.
Meeting ended at 8.30pm.
Followed by a Gardeners Question Time Session to 9.30pm

Rachel and Peter getting into the swing of things at the 2021 SOG’s Potato
Day – Hindford Grange Farm
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Rachel’s thoughts on a very different Potato Day 2021
Potato Day for SOGs continues to be a key event in our annual
calendar. It’s when members do what they do best and volunteer to
make it a truly memorable day. However, as many members know, it
starts long before February, the previous summer in fact, when we
have to make a decision whether to hold it again, to get our order of
potatoes (varieties and quantities) into Brighter Blooms, then all the
promotion that needs to be done in the run up to Christmas and
January. Then of course the planning of the set-up evening and the
day itself needs a steady hand at the helm to stop everyone running
around like headless chicks! For the better part of 16 years we’ve had
Frank Oldaker undertaking this role, so my heart sank when Frank
announced in March 2020 that he was going to step down - [spoiler
alert, big feet puns] a really BIG pair of shoes to step into. (sorry
Frank, couldn’t resist it!). A well deserved rest for Frank though.
Of course we also had the added problem of not really knowing what
on earth things would be like in the middle of a pandemic, least of all
by Feb 2021. However, we took the plunge to go ahead. Peter took
on the role of ordering the potatoes and I went over to sit with Frank
and Maralyn at a safe distance in their garden and got the low down
on everything Frank has done over the years. I returned home with a
car full of cloth bags, lots of archive files of information, boxes of props
used on the day, and a promise from Frank to provide me with an
electronic copy of all the societies and other contacts that he used to
promote the day, which he duly did.
Contact was made with the allotments and lots of other groups, who
were all incredibly patient with the constantly moving location
challenge, but who were equally grateful that SOGs was even going
ahead when practically all potato days were being cancelled around
the country. By December things were becoming clear that
Wattlesborough might be off the agenda, but what to do with a large
quantity of spuds on order. Cancellation was unthinkable.
Click and collect, of course. A mad panic ensued, but Mike
Richardson rose to the challenge to help Sue Bosson out with getting
the website sorted. We’d intended trying PayPal but that didn’t work
out, so settled on offering BACs payments, cheques and payment on
the day. Jean got underway with getting our bank account on line so
that we could see the BACs spud payments being made daily without
the risk of going to the bank.
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Louise Lomax emailed to say she was a Tweeting addict and would I
like her to get the word out to all her networks? You bet I would, said
I. I barely have time to use facebook, let alone tweet, so that was an
offer I couldn’t resist and it did the trick, a flurry of orders from the
Coalbrookdale/Wellington side of the county.
A new venue was sorted out care of Maggie and Peter’s daughter and
un-son-in-law at Hindford Grange Farm and we were ready to go.
103+ orders (some very large) had come in online to pick and pack
and with all orders printed off a great team got down to picking and
packing on the Friday.
Saturday dawned, warm and sunny - crikey, is it really February I
thought. I know the weather is fickle, but gosh it could have been so
much worse - cold and wet at the very least; but no, the sun shone for
us. In fact afterwards Peter confided to me that he was worried about
snow! It really was a great atmosphere with members doing a
fantastic job greeting customers, ensuring they got the correct order,
helping out any problems, chatting with many of our usual
customers, and of course taking orders away to deliver far and wide
across the county. We had an old customer who went to the very first
potato day at Nesscliffe 17 years ago and who drove all the way over
from Stafford to see us - probably illegal under the circumstances, but
who’s counting! Another lady from across in Wales, had also been to
the first event and arrived to collect her spuds.
Matthew and Gete from Brighter Blooms simply couldn't stay away
and travelled down with all their on-line orders. A nice day out for
them and lovely for us too.
Silver Linings
One major silver lining of the situation we’ve found ourselves in is that
Potato Day didn’t end on 6th February this year. The potatoes left over
were taken back to Maggie and Peter, and we continued selling them
on line from the SOGs website, via continual word of mouth and
networking. One new route of sales has been via Maddocks Fruit and
Vegetables who have their farm not a million miles from Baschurch.
During 2020 they set up a Farm Shop at the site, run by a friend of
Maggie’s, who got in touch with them and they are continuing to sell
our seed potatoes from there, sharing the profit.
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Sadly, Phil and Nicky Moore from Glebe Farm were unable to take
any on the market due to lack of space on their stall but took the
website details.
Again, we donated potatoes to:
Oak Farm, Ditton Prior (they would like to host a SOGs summer visit
in due course - how can we resist that invitation)
Green Acres Farm, Baschurch
The Moat - via Carol Edwards, Telford
Lovelyland via Clare Andrew, Shrewsbury

Lovelyland’s Easter
Trail for the
community
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One of a number of
blue varieties of
potatoes that SOGs
has on Potato Day.

New for this year for receiving a donation of potatoes is Longlands
Primary School in Market Drayton. Through a contact we learnt that
the children had started a new community/social garden to one side of
the playing field. It is so encouraging to see a younger generation
taking an interest in veg growing and animal care - they have guinea
pigs and rabbits and will be getting some quail and pigs later this year.
We will make a return visit in the summer before holidays start to
follow their progress.

Pupils at Longlands Primary School, Market Drayton, with their donated
potatoes
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Further donations to the following schools via members
grandchildren/children have also been made this year:
Lilleshall Primary - Rachel Phillips-Street
Manor Park Primary, Sutton, Surrey - Judy Crook (nice that our spuds
have gone further afield)
Condover Primary – Maralyn Hepworth
A Primary in Manchester - Maralyn’s grandson
Oxon Primary - Emma Mayho
I was also quite taken aback by the incredible support we had and I
want to thank Sylvi, Maralyn and Louise in particular for their flow of
wonderfully supportive emails. Below is a small selection of the thank
you emails from non-members and members that came through to me
but are for everyone.

Hi Rachel
Thank you so much for your help
and for the organisation of the
Potato Fest today. Although it was
muddy and everyone had to be
masked it was great to be where
other people were and to
rummage through the potato
sacks. I found four types of
potatoes that suited me and look
forward to planting and harvesting
them.
Good Luck
Sharon
Thanks so much for our delivery
by Siobhan, Rachel, much
appreciated!
Best wishes, Caroline

Hello Rachel
We have just been to collect our
potato order from Sylvi and
wanted to thank you very much
for organising it all for us. We
now have seed potatoes and
some other bits and pieces from
Brighter Blooms so all we need
now is warmer weather.
Thank you for your hard work
Best wishes
Andrea and Chris Walker

Dear Rachel
The potatoes were safely
delivered in two cloth bags to

Hi Louise & Rachel,
Thanks very much for sorting out
my seed potatoes. They are now

Rachel - Many thanks. We
collected our order on Saturday.
Excellent service.
Thanks to all who worked on
Potato Day.
Kind regards
Martin Fuller
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Dorothy. Who should we send
them back to as we have many
ourselves?
Many grateful thanks to all who
helped in this massive operation.

sitting in egg boxes waiting for
some better weather!
There was a rogue one in the box,
can’t wait to see how it turns out!
Kind regards,
Richard Collier

One third of my order, once
chitted, will go to Sheffield to my
daughter. She also is
appreciative to get organic
potatoes.
Heather & Nick Hall

Dear Rachel,
It was lovely to meet you and co
the other day. I would just like to
thank you all for doing such a
brilliant job at getting it all together
and also a huge thank you from 2
friends of mine who would not
have got round to getting their
potatoes otherwise!
Best wishes
Flavia

Thank you Rachel for your hard
work involved with organising the
Potato Day and making my
collecting so straight forward.
All good wishes.
Sue

Hi Rachel, That's great, thank you.
I have sent over the money.
I had a good long chat with Peter and he showed me his bees!
Many thanks again
Charlie
Hi Rachel,
What can I say?
I’m very impressed and very grateful for the whole process of
ordering, paying for and receiving my potatoes.
Clearly, a huge amount of work done by you and so many others to
achieve the amazingly efficient result, particularly in these difficult
times.
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As you say, Louise did a great job in collecting my, and other people’s
orders on Saturday.
I will certainly be back next year, and hope to be in a position to be
able to help – perhaps I could collect Louise’s order for her next time?
My potatoes are chitting and I look forward to a great harvest.
Please don’t feel the need to reply to this, you’ve had enough to do. I
just wanted to add my voice of appreciation to you and all concerned.
THANK YOU,
Colin
A definite advantage of email contact is the ability to easily find out
how people know about SOGs potato day.
Dear Catherine

Catherine’s reply
No never knew of your existence
Maggie said you'd called by to
before recent search, have
collect some and I hope you enjoy bought direct from Scotland
them when they've grown. As a
before.
matter of interest, would you
normally have come to the event
They’re sitting in egg trays on the
at Wattlesborough Village Hall, or window seat and looking very
is this the first time you've come
peaceful!
across us?
Happy chitting!
Rachel
It is definitely not the same as having the day itself at the hall, with the
buzz of everyone chatting, greeting friends etc, but under the
circumstances we couldn’t have wished for a more successful Potato
Day, especially as we actually made a small profit. Emails (like Zoom)
can sometimes feel very impersonal, but this year they were
imperative in dealing with orders and keeping people updated and in
touch.

15
4th November - SOGs Gardeners’ Question Time via zoom by
Sylvi Greenfield
I'd never taken part in a Zoom meeting until last year's Gardeners'
Question Time and wasn't sure what to expect. Mainly, I JUST
LOVED seeing everyone again. It was wonderful to see so many
faces, including new ones. I could have just sat there and watched
and listened and been happy. The anticipation of being question
master was a little scary but in that kind of situation I always say to
myself that most people will be pleased it wasn't them having to do it
and are forgiving of inadequacies.
Now I just need to think of some questions for the next GQT.
Another new thing I've loved over the last year is the facebook group
'Soggies' which Marian set up. I'm a bit erratic with using facebook
but when I do open it I always check Soggies. There have been some
very informative and interesting exchanges and super photos. And
Soggies has been another way of keeping in touch with a few
members. So thank you VERY MUCH Marian!!!

18th December - SOGs Christmas ‘On-line Bring & Share & Quiz
by Rachel
Well, we certainly got into our stride adapting to the Covid situation
and following on from a fantastic GQT in November a few requested a
Christmas meeting/drinks with a Quiz, so yours truly set about setting
some nice knotty food and gardening based questions.
We had a great turnout including some members who hadn’t been on
Zoom before and were helpfully tutored again by Sylvi in advance SOGgies are certainly getting the hang of Zoom meetings. The quiz
certainly showed up the competitiveness of members, but it was all
done with humour and enthusiasm and a lot of laughter. The evening
was a great success in the run up to Christmas in place of our usual
foodie bash in St Chad’s hall.
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21st January 2021 Talk via zoom - The Invaders by John Scrace notes by Rachel
Returning to SOGs for a second time, John again, gave us a very
illuminating talk and slide show on the latest information on invading
pests and diseases. John is a Shrewsbury based Freelance Plant
Pathologist who also works for the RHS Advisory Team so has a huge
amount of experience with all things determined to spoil our
gardening.
It must be said that not all invaders are a major problem and some
have only just arrived. However there has been a dramatic increase
in the last 121 years. Upto 1900 it was mainly plants, with some
pests. However from 1955 onwards, the continental and global trade
in plants increased immeasurably.
Conversely there has not historically been a big increase in plant
inspectors at borders, although this has since 1st January 2020. There
are still weak links though.
There continues to be a trend for ‘instant’ gardens – very large
specimen trees and shrubs, for example 9m tall ash trees for planting
and Oak Processionary Moth came in on a dormant tree from the EU.
Ash Dieback - Was first found in Poland in 1992. It is a serious
disease caused by a fungus now renamed as Hymenoscyphus
fraxineus. Denmark has seen a huge number of dead ash trees with
more dying.
Holland sent it to the UK in seed in 2008 but it wasn’t found until 2012.
It kills younger trees within 2-3 years but a mature tree can take 20
years to die. Honey fungus often finishes the tree off. It is a nasty
infection spreading from airborne spores from old leaves. Ash from
seed is genetically variable so it is hoped that resistance is in-built
allowing the reintroduction of healthy trees.
Emerald Ash Borer is a metallic green beetle only ½ cm in size which
lays its eggs under the bark and causes severe problems. Luckily it is
not in the UK YET!
Oak Processionary Moth - A native of south and central Europe it is
kept in low numbers by parasites and predators. However, it came to
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London in 2006 and has become well established in Surrey and
Berkshire, being present at Kew Gardens and RHS Wisley.
The hairy caterpillars gather in large clusters, the hairs deterring birds
eating them because they are an irritant on contact. Mature oaks can
tolerate leaf strip for a year but not longer. It has a devastating effect.
They are also a human health risk if you touch the caterpillars.
Bacterium biological control is the only way to tackle it.
Asian/Citrus Longhorn Beetles - both are identical with black and
white spots. They are 2-3 cm long, with the antennae as long again,
nasty and notifiable. Can no longer import citrus trees.
NB the native UK Longhorn Beetle however is ok.
An Asian Longhorn outbreak in Kent led to the felling of 2000 trees in
Paddock Wood. It was imported on wood products from China which
weren’t properly treated. Sniffer dogs are now used to detect the
larvae of Asian Longhorn Beetles.
Fuchsia Gall Mite - this has spread around the world through the
movement of plants in the nursery trade. It arrived in the UK in 2007
care of an amateur gardener bringing it back from an EU holiday. The
mites which are tiny, feed on the growing point turning the young
leaves yellow-pink and distorted. A nasty pest it was hoped it wouldn’t
survive in the UK but unfortunately has done on cuttings particularly
on the Isle of Wight. There is not a great deal that can be done to get
rid of it, bar getting rid of all plants.
The RHS is still collecting records to see how far it’s spread.
Box Tree Moth - a black and green striped caterpillar it is found only
on box and strips the leaves leaving just the middle spine. It has been
found in Shrewsbury and again the movement is through the nursery
trade. Squash them if you see them.
Box Blight - this has been in the UK since the mid-90’s and is
causing major problems. Symptoms show as black lines and streaks
on the stems and twigs. Whilst it doesn’t kill the root of the box there
is no real treatment and it is recommended to remove and burn, then
replace with an alternative.
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Xyella fastidiosa - this is thankfully not yet in the UK and it would be
a disaster if it does arrive on these shores. A notifiable disease it is a
bacterium that affects the water conducting vessels of plants. The
plant looks like it is suffering drought stress. Plants bought in the last
3 years could be a potential risk and the only way is to test. It doesn’t
appear to affect mature trees.
There have been major outbreaks in Spain and Italy in olive groves,
which are proving devastating to the groves so it is really important to
keep it out. 595 plant species appear to be affected and Frog
Hoppers can spread it easily from plant to plant.
What can gardeners do?
Consider where and when we buy plants
Give plants a good check over
Check suppliers and quarantine details if possible
Buy UK grown plants where possible
Plant small and watch it grow
Propagate from our own pest and disease free plants
Absolutely NO holiday souvenirs
Out and About
Site Notices - particularly where ash dieback is present
Don’t take plant material home
Clean soil and debris off shoes and bikes
OPAL – the Open Air Public Laboratories is a UK wide citizen
science initiative that aims to get the public more involved with nature
through a range of local and national projects.
3rd March 2021 Talk via zoom - An A-Z of Garden Training through
the Ages or Antirrhinum to Zantesdeschia from Kate Nicoll notes by Rachel
10 years after retraining in horticulture, Kate became a senior
gardener for the National Trust and spent 6 years from 2009-2015 at
Attingham Park overseeing the restoration of the Walled Kitchen
Garden, transforming a grass field into a hectare of fruit, vegetables
and cut flowers and taking it to registered organic status. Kate then
became Head of Garden Training for the National Trust where she ran
an apprenticeship and training programme for 700 gardeners in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
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Kate is now Regional Manager for the Working for Gardeners
Association (WFGA) (formerly Womens Farm and Garden
Association) running practical training workshops and placing trainees
in a garden for a year for training, in the gardens of North Wales,
Cheshire, Merseyside and Shropshire.
She is passionate about trying to retain the skills of gardeners of the
past whilst equipping us all to be better gardeners in the future.
Whilst Pliny the Elder wrote the celebrated encyclopaedic Naturalis
Historia, before dying due to the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in AD79,
it wasn’t until 1577 that one Thomas J Hill wrote the first gardener’s
manual - The Gardener’s Labyrinth which is still available today.
This was followed in 1618 with the publication of A New Orchard and
Garden by William Lawson. By this time fruit had become a really
important trade and having the ability to grow fruit made you a good
gardener. This also recognized for the first time, the role of women
gardeners with the Country Housewifes Garden for Hearbes and
Seedes and Husbandry of Bees.
The 18thC saw the Swedish scientist Carl Linnaeus applying the
Science of Taxonomy and Botanic Gardens started to be planted in
the Linnaeus style.
The 19th C saw a huge growth in horticulture with Head Gardeners
becoming well paid master craftsmen. John Claudius Loudon, a
Scottish botanist, garden designer and author and the first person to
start using the term Arboretum, started producing the more affordable
Gardener’s Magazine, the first periodical devoted to horticulture.
Along with his wife he published some 60 magazines. Young
gardeners in those days had a lot of topics to cover. The Gardener’s
Chronicle was published weekly and in its heyday had 6,500 readers –
more than the Observer newspaper.
Garden apprenticeships started emerging and Life in the Gardeners
Bothy by Arthur Hooper became required reading. As an apprentice
you were expected to live and breathe gardening. Gardeners
Improvement Societies also sprang up.
By the late 19thC women were encouraged into Horticulture and Daisy
Greville, Countess of Warwick established colleges for the education
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of women in agriculture and market gardening, firstly in Reading then
Studley College.

The 20thC required women to fill the gaps in farming in WW1 and
WW2. In 1932 Beatrix Havergal established the Waterperry School of
Horticulture for Ladies at Waterperry Gardens and remained there
until 1971.
American school children were trained at Brooklyn Botanic Gardens –
not something that happened in the UK.
The Woman’s Farm and Garden Union was established in 1899 and
out of that came the Women’s Land Army with 23,000 members in
1920.
The WRAG scheme – originally ‘Women Returners to Amenity
Gardening’ training scheme was rebranded in 2014 to ‘Work and
Retrain as a Gardener’ scheme and is run by the WFGA.
The Women’s Farm and Garden Association ie WFGA, is a registered
charity but has recently changed to Working for Gardeners
Association and now includes training for men as well as women.
https://www.wfga.org.uk/
The most traditional way of learning though is chatting over the garden
wall – sharing your passion for gardening and what grows in your
area.
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Obituary for Pam Lunt
There is much that is pleasurable about knowing SOGs
members but there is also the sweet-sorrow of losing one to
that great organic certainty which we will all have to come to
terms with one day.
We have recently glimpsed this through Eric’s eyes with his
loss of Pam. There are things that just go together; peaches
and cream, gardening and rain, SOGs and friendliness...
Pam and Eric...
It seems like forever but it was a mere twenty years (or so)
ago that they joined SOGs and instantly they belonged and
gave expression to that old truth that ‘one volunteer is worth
ten pressed persons’ when Eric was volunteered in to the job
of treasurer; but it was Pam who was the treasure behind the
treasurer; we all knew that.
Pam was ready with advice and it was good advice based on
years of experience and observation; she shared this with us
by telling us about Bach remedies (she was most insistent
that Bach is pronounced to rhyme with back and not with
batch..!). It is now that we should follow her advice and take
some rescue remedy.
Pam inspired us to be active and to treat learning as a
lifelong necessity. She applied this philosophy to learning
Welsh and to loving Eric, but not necessarily in that order.
We can take the inspiration for learning and apply it to SOGs
and to gardening; the inspiration for the loving we must all do
in our own way.
Thank you Pam
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Soggies in Lockdown - Items held over from last issue.
Sue Fisher, June 24TH
During lockdown I have really enjoyed my garden and have been
willing plants to grow, as all seemed to take longer, ‘a watched pot
syndrome’.
Now I am eating broad beans and peas and giving some to my
neighbours and friends.
However, I feel as though the garden is taking over me . . .
something akin to Monty Don. I am beginning to feel lured in, to
tending it each hour and am slightly resenting it. I am now keen to
see friends and have distractions away from it. Luckily for me
that’s now happening.
Weeds can still be found and that makes me smile.

Carol L. was busy hunting in her new garden.
29th June. Over the past three months I’ve done a lot of hunting –
dandelions, and favourite of all – the dreaded bindweed. I’ve been
warned it can take a few years to eradicate, so I’ve something to
look forward to – Happy Hunting!

Louise Lomax in Ironbridge in June
Transition Telford’s Virtual Grow Local Event
As you may remember, Transition Telford has an annual gardening
event/plant sale every May. Given the current situation, this was
obviously not going to happen this year - a big disappointment for
everyone.
However, with time on our hands, and lots of seeds that had been
malingering in drawers and boxes for many years, it was decided
that we could still plant seeds, and we could still distribute plants in
our local communities.
The original Grow Local was planned for 17th May, so I decided
that was when I would put the bulk of my plants on the wall at the
top of my garden. I had a glut of French climbing beans and
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courgettes for some reason. I advertised the night before on Twitter,
which was picked up by neighbours, who also advertised it on
Facebook. A steady trickle of people came, some bringing ‘swaps’
of their own- a kind of plant ‘bring and buy’. There was enough
room for people to socially distance, and it was lovely to see
neighbours chatting and generally being sociable. Raising money
for Transition Telford wasn’t the main purpose of the exercise, but I
did raise about £50 for funds. I’ve got to know quite a few
neighbours that I hadn’t had much to do with before, so not only
was I able to spread the word about organic gardening, but it has
improved social cohesion too!
Other members have had different models. One couple have put a
table with plants on in their garden with an honesty box. They live
on a main road, and have had lots of takers! People have said that
they have started gardening because of the plants they have put out.
Another member had a thank you note from someone else because
she had put surplus seeds on her wall for people to help themselves.
While Transition Telford will probably go back to its annual Grop
Local event, many members have said that they will continue with
the local alternative. Grow Local is a bit hectic, and there is little
time to explain the benefits of organic, sustainable gardening to
interested members of the public. By having a more relaxed, in
depth one to one conversation, there is more of a chance to answer
questions, and hopefully it will be more likely that the plants
survive!

Part 2 of Carol Edwards’ June lockdown garden account:
I have carrots growing, hopefully without the usual carrot fly
problem, my runner beans are not doing well despite the early start,
fleeced when frost was due but some did get caught, wind and
colder temperatures sent the pollinating insects to bed for a rest, so
at the moment, not many set ( beg July).
The next project is to install an IBC that was being uninstalled from
next door, to replace 5 blue barrels that were my rainwater supply
for the veg garden, followed by another IBC to be turned into a
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chicken coop (hopefully) YouTube idea, still working on the design
etc. There is a saying that the devil finds things for idle hands to do,
I'm my case I think it's the idle mind. But I will work it out for
others to complete.
Now it's September and the new raised beds have kept us fed
throughout the summer, cabbages are safe from butterflies in their
cage, next year there will be 3 more raised beds installed where
these are, busy collecting anything to fill them with, strawberry bed
ready to be planted with plants that a SOG member (thank you
SOG member) brought to the last meeting we had in March, for the
plant sale in May, remember those days so long ago!
Jenni and I will be filling bags with well rotted horse manure in the
weeks to come, ( I will be holding the bags open) ( it's good to have
willing friends,) for the final 3 beds, then it all starts again, sowing,
potting on for next years harvest.
Let's hope we have good health to enjoy.

And Carol now in March 2021:
I have already started this years sowing, although in a heated
propagator, it’s so good to see seedling appearing, it’s a real sign of
things to come.
I have yet to install the next 3 raised beds, trying to get the “team “
to be as enthusiastic as myself.
MOAT news, there won’t be a plant sale as such, as in the past
but they are opening under the NGS. I have just looked at the
entry for the Moat and there’s no mention of plant sales. I think
I might have read or heard that plants have to be “quality
plants” to be advertised so perhaps this is why they are not
mentioned!
Last year I raised £400 by selling plants from home and also
selling unwanted garden items, thanks to those members who
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bought items. I gift aided this so it actually raised £500 for
their funds.
The NGS open days are June 25/26 and July 30/31, I have
emailed Sandi to see if she is wanting plant donations, I will let
you know.
Carol

From Maggie:
In 2017 we had a Wwoof volunteer staying here, from
France. One day I asked him to plant the leeks. I showed
him how I dib a deep hole so that only the tips of the leaves
stick out and then fill the holes with water. He did this very
efficiently and for the next couple of weeks he assiduously
watered them every day, telling me that when he worked on
his uncle's market garden he learned how important it was to
give leeks plenty of water. That winter we had the best leeks
ever. And since then I have followed his advice. We also
plant our leeks through a weed suppressant membrane.
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Also from Maggie:
Here is a recipe using leeks

Leek and cheese flan
Wholemeal shortcrust pastry 300g
Large leeks 2
Butter or margarine 25g
Cayenne, large pinch
Ground nutmeg, large pinch
Free-range eggs 3
Milk 75ml
Soured cream 75ml
Salt, large pinch
Cheddar cheese, grated 175g
Roll out the pastry on a lightly floured working surface and
use to line a 23cm flan tin. Slice the leeks and clean them
thoroughly. Melt the butter and saute the leeks until just
tender. Season generously with cayenne and njutmeg.
Leave to cool. Whisk the eggs, milk, soured cream and salt
together. Sprinkle half the cheese over the base of the flan.
Spread the leeks on top and sprinkle with the remaining
cheese. Pour the egg custard into the flan case. Bake in the
oven at 200 degrees C for about half an hour until risen and
golden. Serve warm or cold.

Did you know?

There are more organisms in a spadeful of soil than there
are humans on the planet.
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A Hymn for gardeners
(To be sung in a loud voice whilst weeding . . . )
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.
But what we never mention, though gardeners know it’s true
Is when he made the goodies, he made the baddies too.
All things spray and squattable, disasters great and small,
All things paraquattable, the Lord God made them all.
The greenfly on the roses, the maggots on the peas,
Manure that fills our noses, he also gave us these.
The fungus on the goosegogs, the clubroot on the greens,
The slugs that eat the lettuce and chew the aubergines.
The drought that kills the fuchsias, the frost that nips the
buds,
The rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that hits the
spuds.
The fly that gets the carrots, the wasp that eats the plums,
How black the gardener’s outlook, though green may be his
thumbs.
But still we gardeners labour, midst vegetables and flowers,
And pray what hits our neighbours, will somehow bypass
ours
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Dear Sogs Members,
I would be grateful if on behalf of the Staff and Service Users at
Greenacres Farm, I could thank Shropshire Organic Gardeners for
their kind donation of seed potatoes for our use at the Day
Opportunities Centre for Adults with Learning Disabilities. The
potatoes are chitting until the soil warms. During the past week we
have been preparing the ground for the potatoes.
Kind regards,
Linda Price ,SOGs Member & Community Support Worker at
Greenacres Farm. 3.3.20

A Reminder: A non-socially distanced Sogs garden visit in days gone
by. (It is Nick and Jan Gibbs’ garden)
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Gilbert White 1720 – 1793: From The Natural History of
Selborne, on Worms.
Lands that are subject to frequent inundations are always
poor; and probably the reason may be, because the worms
are drowned . . . .
. . . worms seem to be great promoters of vegetation, which
would proceed but lamely without them, by boring,
perforating, and loosening the soil, and rendering it pervious
to rains and the fibres of plants by drawing straws and stalks
of leaves into it; and, most of all, by throwing up such
infinite numbers of lumps of earth, called worm-casts,
which, being their excrement, is a fine manure for grain and
grass.
Gardeners and farmers express their detestation of worms;
the former, because they render their walks unsightly, and
make them much work; and the latter, because, as they
think, worms eat their green corn. But these men would find
that the earth without worms would soon become cold,
hard-bound, and void of fermentation, and consequently
sterile.
(Once when I visited an elderly aunt in the retirement haven of
Thornton Cleveleys, she was weeding her garden with a poker at her
side. Surely she had no need of a weapon to fend off thugs? No, it
was for killing worms because she couldn’t stand them!
Editor)
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SOGs SUMMER PROGRAMME – 2021
Out of courtesy to our hosts for each visit, please can you let
Rachel know whether you will be attending so that
refreshments and parking can be organised. Email:
strivens58@btinternet.com Tel: 01743 891607/ 07881
998821 OR shropsorgs@gmail.com
Full details of all visits will be circulated nearer the dates.
June 6th (Sun) - 1.30pm - Visit to member’s garden, Louise
Lomax, Coalbrookdale, including the rain garden in the community
centre car park and possibly including Louise’s neighbour’s garden.
Please be aware that you need to be fairly able-bodied to tackle
Louise’s garden which is steep.
Late June tbc (Sun) - 2.00pm - Tour of Treflach Farm followed by
a talk - Morda, Nr Oswestry SY10 9HX Tel: 01691 654321. A family
run farm since 1904 practising permaculture to raise free-range
animals and care for the environment. They have key principles that
guide their vision of agriculture as a sustainable industry.
July 25th (Sun) - 1.30pm - Tour of Pontesford House Garden,
Pontesford, a Victorian house and garden that is being renovated by
the new owners. The garden includes a walled kitchen garden,
refurbishment of which is in progress, plus restored rose garden, a
secret garden and more.
August 22nd - 2.00pm (Sun) - Visit to member’s garden, William
and Linda Edmondson, Rowley on the side of Long Mountain – lots
of interest, including a new woodland, veg beds, greenhouses and
ornamental borders.
September - Linley Hall, near Bishop’s Castle - to be confirmed

